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In the Name of All&, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 

19. The Chapters On @I "I$! 0 9  +I) 
Manumission (Of Slaves) 

(. . . a\) 
Cornmenis: 

'Al-Itq' means 'cease to be personal property and emancipation.' hh 
Azhari says 'Ataqa' is derived from 'Ataqal-Fars: This phrase is used when a 
horse wins a race or when a young bird learns to fly and flies away. Young 
birds, when they learn to fly, are free to go anywhere and they are not 
dependent on their parents. The word 'Itq' is used for a slave who is 
granted freedom, and allowed to go any where with his own free win. 
'Manumission of slaves' means to emancipate a slave and free him from the 
disgrace and indignity of slavery. 
There are three kinds of freedom enumerated below. 

1. Tudbir or Policy: I f  a master promises his slave that he would be free after 
his death it is h o r n  as Tadbir. 

2. MuEtabat or Written Agreement: If a master writes an agreement with a 
slave to free him for a certain price, and the slave pays the agreed 
installments, then he is free. This known as MuEtab8t. 

3. Umm Walad or Mother of a Son: A master who has sexual intercourse with 
his slave girl, and she gives birth to a son or daughter. This is known as 
Umm Wdad. 

Chapter 1. The ~udabbar[' ]  ( q f  21) q - ( \  41) 

,<,, I,#, 

2512. It was narrated from Tgbir c$ 2 $1 4? 2 L-Z L5-b - y n \ y  
, * 

that the Messenger of AEh g fL G2 Gz : j,i p; sold a Mudabbar. (Sahih) 
'J$S & > '-$ &f 2 &GL 

[I1 A slave promised his heedom after his master's death 
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2513. It was narrated that Jsbir GL :JG ;+ G k  - yo\ , .  
bin 'Abdullih said: "A man 

9 among us promised freedom to a 3 '<&? $ ,p 2 c 2 a g .  
slave after his death, and he did , , 
not have any property other than . L% g; <2 : &  $ 1  &Z $ 5G 
him (this slave). So the Prophet @$ 

,@ Ql zG JG 3 & 2; 
sold him, and Ibn (Nahhim), a ., 
man from Eanu 'A&, bought .$& '& 3; [ c r s l l l  31 :1$6 
him." 

Comments: 
Mudabbar means a slave who's master promised freedom after his death 
(Fathul-Bari, Hadith 2230) 

2514. It was narrated from Ibn : &i 2 La G k  - Y 0 \ f 
'Umar that the Prophet $g said: '& 3 "The Mudabbar is art of the one , 7 

' $ 1  3 'LG 2 2 
third of the estate." 'I (Da'ifl h 2aln : J G  g 57 ,,a 

-, F $1 9 
Ibn Msjah said: I heard 'Uthm2n 
- meaning Ibn Abu Shaibah - . ll&l 

-, ' ,, I say: "This is a mistake," meaning sl t d b  + : GG zl 26 
the Hadith: "The Mudabbar is part 
of the one third of the estate." : &I.*; A ..ti; I& : 22 :c.: 

i 

-, 'e, dl 
Abu 'Abdull& (Ibn MSjah) said: 
"There is no basis for it." 

Chapter 2. Umahrihrl- ?Y$I +l$f - ( Y  ,-dl) 
~ w l i d ' ~ '  

( 9 0  L i d ! )  

2515. It was narrated from Ibn $ ; 2 G& - Y a \ o 

"I One third of the estate: ie., the one third concerning which a person may leave 
instructions as to how it is to be disposed of after his death. 

['I Umahritul-Awlcid (sing. Umm Wdnd): literally means 'mothers of children! Slave 
women who bore their masten children. 
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'Abbss that the Messenger of 6k 23 cx :%i 
AUih @ said: "Any man whose &"! 

+ ,  
slave woman bears him a child, AI 2 $ 1  2 &L 3 '&-$ 
she will be free after he dies." 
(Da'ifl FG $1 @ A& 3 '& 21 

~ $ 2  A; <fu :% $1 2 ~ ;  ,ji : j6 
;; > & ,& '& Zf 
, . . , 

- 

, ,~ ,,~: ,'*, 2516. It was narrated that b n  _;f 6 2  : 2% Ls"b - 'lo,, 
'Abbb said: "Mention was made 
of themotherof Ibri%iminthe 2 '&I& ' $ $ G k  :eG - # 

presence of the Messenger of 
$1 g 'z& 3 '&I 5 s'! All& g, and he said: 'Her son , , 

set her free."' (Da'ifl $1 44; Q +1sL;f AX: :J6 FG 
&j3 : j6 , g 

2517. Jibir bin 'Abdullih was > 2 - Y o \ V  
heard to say: "We used to sell our fL :j,G ,:, > -  
slave women and the mothers of g L?p-. L.4 , a ,: .,,:: our children (Urnahlit Awllidinn) >G &+ & I  +,I 3~ +,+-I :&$ 21 
when the Prophet @ was still ) ,  I ' +Gf> g2\>G g :J+:&\& *~ 
living among us, and we did not . 21 

,, see anything wrong with that." &,A 6> y , g  Q $1; ' c;y;f 
(Sahih) -, 

e .  

Comments: 
When the master copulates with his slave girl, a baby born as result of this 
copulation is free. 
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Chapter 3. The ~ u k i t a b " '  (q, +%51 A! - (t- 4 1 )  

>< ,#, 2518. It was narrated from Abu + 2 j &f 2 I - y o  \ ,, 
Hurairah that the Messenger of ., , 

All2h @ said: "There are three & ;f 6 2  :$E '+g 2 41 
who are aU entitled to Allih's 6r + c~*j+ 
help: the one who fights in the 
cause of AU;~; the ~ u k r i t a b  who $ 1  3 4 ;  26 : J6  ',~*' -29 $1 ' 2 c + g  
wants to pay (the price of his 

+I & i.;. @ $ ~ ,  :% freedom); and the one who gets 
.< ,: , ,- married seeking chastity." (Sakik) i$ $41 ,+mi3 .4i &, 2 sjd~ ,, - -, 

~ & l $ ;  $$I ghl; . cl;ql 

6k.1, hw~ 2 ?L 'A&I $L.& '&$I + j i  [e .L.+l : ~ j ;  

+is ' j-2 +& :Jti, 1 %  A%+ 21 ijb ;p tp4L A1 Ay*r4 +LLIJ 

$ 1  . . .  %. ' ! ;? , .+t3+$~ : J ~ ~ L & + . ~ I ~ ( A M I ) ~ . ~  i r v / y : b T  

Comments: 
a. If there is a written agreement between a slave and his master that the 

slave, in an agreed period, will pay the master a fixed and agreed upon 
price, then when this price is paid the slave becomes free. 

b. Jhrid in the cause of AllSh depends on the sincerity of intention. If the 
Divine law is observed strictly while fighting, AllSh helps the wamior. 

c. Chastity is a remarkable characteristic of Islamic society and marriage is a 
vital and powerful source to maintain a pious and pure society. 

2519. It was narrated from 'Amr $1 & 6 2  : <$ i f  l& - Y 0 \ q 
bin Shu'aib, horn his father, from 

cpd!zeA;+?zl h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  t h a t  t h e  ' ' E .  
9, ~, c ~, a 

Messenger of All& @ said: "Any ?+ 2 ' 21 3 ' + ,? 3 
slave who has made a contract to 
buy his freedom for one hundred -J g $78 :gg 61 3 4 ;  26 : j 6  
Uqiyyah and pays it all except ten ,+>f $ ggj G I Z ~  cfis #., f L , k & 
Uqiyyah; he is still a slave." (One * ., ,: 
Uqiyyah is equal to 40 Dirham.) u&d > 

[I1 A slave with a written contract of mumissioR according to which he will buy his 
freedom from his master. 
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Comments: 
Islamic law is different for a slave and a free person. A slave who has not 
attained full freedom will be tried and judged under the law for slaves. 

2520. It was narrated from Umm e> : f, : ~ $ if, &% - yo,. . 
Salamah that the Prophet @ said: .- g d ,  

" E a n ~ o f y o u ( w o m e n ) h a s a  'Sl$S '~b3l 2 ~wz5@ 
# Mukifnb, and he has enough &?f % ;f '% J9 

(wealth) to pay off (his contract of 
manumission), she must veil L I i  ji;: zf @$ $1 2 
herself from him." (Hasan) a '&g ;& ~ g 3  '-.& .--, 

. , 
.KG 

Comments: 
In a previous narration it has been mentioned that a slave does not attain 
the manumission unril hc makes t h ~  full pavlnrnt. Onlv having thr requir~d 
amount does not mak,! it nblig..tury to veil herstlf from him. 

2521. It was narrated from 
Hishim bin 'Urwah, from his 
father, about '&shah, the wife of 
the Prophet @$ - that Barirah 
came to her when she was 
MuGtabah, and her masters had 
written a contract of manumission 
for nine Uqiyyah. She ('&shah) 
said: "If your masters wish I will 
pay them that in one sum, and 
the right of inheritance will 
belong to me." 
He said: "So she went to her 

masters and told them about that, 
but they insisted that the right of 
inheritance should belong to 
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them. '&shah mentioned that to ~$3  +> 35 L8 : J G  ; .& 
the Prophet @ and he said: 'Do 
it.' Then the Prophet #g stood up +> 3 .4l +g 2 u, b,2 
and addressed the people. He , . 
praised and xlorified Al&, fithal %b Lg 55 'jb? & $1 ulg & 
he said:  ha-t is the matter with . $jf $1 j,>; , >f $1 +& . +> 
some people who stipulated 
conditions that are not in the , gsf 2 ;yjjl; 
Book of AEh? Every condition 
that is not in the Book of AlEh is 
invalid, even if there are one 
hundred conditions. The Book of 
All* is more deserving of being 
followed and the conditions of 
All* are more binding. And the 
WalC belongs to the one who 
manumits (the slave).'" (Sahih) 

r ~ + b j .  ! 0 . 2 : ~  c ; " ! & + ~ $ d i d k  -6 '&I c+~-! :cj; 
Comments: .: 

a. The Noble Prophet asked 'Aishah to accept their illegal and undue 
conditions, so that they may not back out of their promise of manumission. 

b. Even if the parties agree upon illegal terms the deal remains unlawful. 
c. Here the Book of All& means the orders revealed by All*. It includes the 

orders of the Noble Qu'h and the orders prescribed by the Noble Prophet 
# based on revelation. 

d. WalZ is the relationship between a slave and the one who mumi t s .  Bv 
this relationship, the &-slave is considered the family member of the one 
who freed them. If he dies without having any legal heir, his property goes 
to one who freed him. 

Chapter 4. Manumission v I )  1 - ( i  +I) 

2522. It was narrated that i f  6 2  :G$ i f  I%- - Y o Y Y  
Shurahbil bin Simt said: I said to ~, a -  

Ka'b: 0 Ka'b bin M u d ,  tell us a ':y 2 +.& 'y ',+% g 3 G  
Hadith from the Messenger of + p$ 3 '+$I Gf .+ &L 2 
heard the Messenger of AlEh @ 
say: "Whoever frees a Muslim : JG 41 44; 2 G k  
man, he will be his ransom from 

I ,  , . 37 2~ : J$ gg $1 J4; &+ 
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the Fire; each of his bones will 
suffice (as a ransom) for each of L&*: .>la1 & ZG LC L&2 Icy1 

* I  
his bones. whoever frees two sf gj .& @ &; & + 3 
Muslim w o m m  they will be his = _  .>la1 & 3% &- '& &:iyl 
ransom from the Fire; each of , 

their two bones will suffice (as a , &  & &  :: 
ransom) for each of his bones." +&p 
(Da'ifi 

"I j, iz i-g"> j. *.I>. LA+!! r J u l  -p1 r+2 . > q 1  :&4 

pi A. j. r q ~ v : ~  '>>I> -+i, ,+ L ~ L  &I &.& j. r ! t ~ : ~  

+ L C  ! d l  J 2 .  + + :JLJ '+~p 

~ , + J ( & + V T V :  t .  c ) ~ & I J  ~ \ o ' 9 : ~  

Comments: 
a. Shurahbil did not remain for a long period in the presence of the Noble 

Prophet B, so he acquired the knowledge of Ahidith from other 
Companions. 

b. Manumission of a slave saves one from the Hell-fire. 
c. Manumission of a slave girl is also a tiemendons virtuous deed. 

Dharr said: "I said: '0 Messenger ' %f 3 ' ;$? ; ,& : 2 
of Allsh, which slave is best?' He -2 :s : J E  s: r :, 
said: 'The one who is most P 4 d lG1$ Gr 2 
precious to his master and most : J C  ypf u63~ !+I Jg; valuable in price.'" (Sahih) 

N'G; G'$i; ' ,&f q ,4fa 

Comments: 
a. Giving a precious thing in the way of AlEh is most virtuous and superior 

deed. In the same way, manumission of a precious and valuable slave girl is 
one of the best deeds. - -_ 

6. A precious and healthy animal given as charity brings more reward. 



The Chapters On Manumission 445 &I "l$r 
Chapter 5. If A Person , ,, 
Becomes The Master Of A 
Mahram, Then He Becomes (qA dl) y $ r-& 
Free 

' r  . .%:I  2524. I t  w a s  narrated from 2 j r& ear GL - y o y t  
Samurah bin Jundub that the Az/dEk , :, 
Prophet said: "Whoever : Y C  c2- 

becomes the master of a Mahram 3 :;g 2 + ?g 3 ~ ~ 2 . ~  
relative (with whom marriage is 
not lawful), he becomes free." cy% 2$ 2 9 c e G  
(Hasan) 1; & 2~ :Ji g 9; 2 

-, , 
. (> & 'fs 

<f- VJ li & j4i &L. -4 I 'i5L$l P-+! [*I : p g Z  

++fsU13 cT\t/T:+LJI3 C ~ Y T : ~  '>>JWI t +  1% &Zs 3 I T I o :  Z1 
. T \ A ~ : ~  <+I> ' ~ q f q : ~  ',+I & 2 L,S 

2525. It was narrated from Ibn 3 $31 2 $1; G k  - y o y o  
'Umar that the Messenger of 

? " 
AlEh g said: "Whoever becomes 2 $1 @ 

, ~ the master of a n/lahrain relative, 2 tbw'2 -; 2 zs he becomes free. " (Hasan) 
$1 2 4 ;  J C  :Jt 2 $1 @ c J ~ 3  

, ,, .%>& fsv; {j&S> :% 

Comments: 
a. An example of a Mahram relative becoming master is explained in the 

following example: Suppose there were two slave brothers, one of them was 
freed and later on he bought his brother. The second one will be freed 
because be is a Mahram relative. A Mahrarn relative cannot become a master. 
The same rule applies to a mother and son, father and daughter, brother 
and sister, niece, nephew, parental uncle and parental aunt. 

b. Right of prop* is through any mean - by payment, by way of &, or 
inheritance - a  slave or slave girl will be freed. 
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, 

Chapter 6. Whoever Frees A p.cj g A4' - (1 41) 
Slave But Stipulates That He (qq ml) &j+ b$l; 
Should Serve Him 

,-e , 

2526. It was narrated that  %c 2 41 3 L5-b - 
Safinah - Abu 'Abdur -RMn a ;c gL 
- said: "Umm Salamah freed me, '-' 

but stipulated that I should serve G $f '@ 2 ' [ ; G I  $1  
the Prophet 2-43 as long as he ~7 &sI3 a ;f : J ~  

lived." (Hasan) 
,>G '@ pT 

-, 

2 Y q Y Y : z  & &I 2 :"& '&I <>JI> 3! +=i [F o > L l l  :c+ 
.&ill3 ' Y \ f c Y ! Y / Y : , J L % l J  ' f v 7 : c  ' > & J  dl -3 '%+&.A 

Comments: 
a. Apparently putting a condition is against the spirit of manumission. 

Manumission means free from all conditions. In this case, putting a special 
condition was an honor for S a h a h  

b. Putting a condition on a slave at the time of his manumission to do some 
virh~ous deed, is not against the spirit of manumission, rather it is an 
opportnnity for him to do a righteous deed. 

c. Maybe 'stipulated' here means only a promise taken at the time of 
manumission. 

Chapter 7. Whoever Frees His 3 L?> sf 2 44' - (V el) 
Share Of A Slave 

(1.. &dl) g 2 
2527. It was narrated from P.bu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
All2h said: "Whoever fkes his 
share of a slave or part of his 
share, must pay from his wealth if 
he has any wealth (in order to 
buy the rest of the slave's 
freedom). If he does not have 
wealth, then the slave should be 
asked to work for the price (of his 
freedom), without that causing 
him too much hardship.'" (Sahih) 



Comments: 
a. A slave can belong to more than one person. For example, a person is the 

father of two sons and has a slave. If he dies, the slave will be inherited by 
his two sons. Another example is that some persons contribute equal shares 
of money and buy a slave, then the slave is common property of all the 
shareholders. 

b. If one master of a common slave frees his share, the slave will still remain a 
slave for the rest of the co-owners. 

c. In such cases, one who frees his share should buy the shares of other co- 
owners with a fairly evaluated price, and free the slave to complete the 
manumission. 

d. Another way out is that the slave should work and earn money to pay 
other owners to be freed. 

e. A slave should not be forced to pay soon, he should be given proper time to 
pay the price, just as a debtor is given a chance to return the debt. It would 
be better if the slave is treated more sympathetically and given more h e .  

2528. It was narrated from Ibn 62 :+ 3 & &k - Y O Y A  
'Umar that the Messenger of I< > 3 '>, 2 d , G  f' :$ 3 :a 
All* said: "Whoever frees his 

,, ,, share of a slave, the price of the J4; J~ : J E  2 
c @ f  slave should be fairly evaluated, , , 

and he (the p-er who initiated & c @  2 3 k> sf gn :'@ 
this processj should free him (in jl A -,, , 6 & .'=I& 
full, by giving the rest of his price 
to the other co-owners), if he has & &3 s ' ~  ,$ G J ~ I  & 3 sl3 
e n o u g h  w e a l t h  to  d o  s o .  

.c& G & &  5 J6 ,uI Otherwise, he will have freed 
whatever he freed." (Sahih) 

c+LS+l ;r tt J T  &I ;r I& +I ii! :+L '+I I 1 :&j 

,a3 ' + d J L + & >  \ o * ) : c ' + > d  k > + i >  +k '+I '+, C Y O Y Y : ~  

( V V Y  / Y  :'& L,dl 2 
Comments: 
a. 'Fair evaluation' means that the price of a slave should be evaluated 

according to the local customs and circumstances. For instance, if one 
person is a master of half a share viz., 1 / 2  and the price is evaluated as one 
hundred D S r ,  he should pay hyr Din& to his co-owner/owners and buy 
the second half and free him. 

b. In the foregoing example, if one, who frees his share of a slave d o e  not 
have the ability to pay the co-owners their share, in this situation the slave 
will be considered half free. If he is murdemd, the blood money to be paid 
for him will be half, and half a share of the price of the slave will also be 

The Chapters On Manumission 447 &JI 
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charged, and in a case where distribution is not possible, he will be 
considered a slave as m the case of the MuEtab. (All* knows better) 

Chapter 8. One Who Frees A 3; 1% 2 A< - (A 41) 
Slave Who Has Some Wealth 

( 1 . 1  &ZII)$G 

2529. It was m a t e d  from Ibn 
'Umar that the Messenger of 
AUih .h said: "Whoever frees a 
slave who has some wealth, the 
slave's wealth belongs to lum, 
unless the master stipulates that it 
wlll belong to him. " (Sahih) 
(One of the narrators) Ibn 

Lahi'ah said (m his narration): 
"Unless the master makes an 
exception for that." 

pJI '-.". - - ;T ,7L :Q' 21 J G j  
. - -  , , 

Y ~ T Y  : C  'JL d3 I& 2i '&I c > 3 ~ >  >i +pi [- SJL!] :c$ 
' .%">&I 

Comments: 
a. Usually, the things in use of a slave belong to the master, since they were 

given to him for use in fulfilhat of his services. When the slave is freed, 
all things in his use go back to his master. 

b. There may be a case that a master allows his slave to work and earn 
money, on the condition to pay him a part of this earned money, and 
allows him to use the rest of it for his own needs. In this case, the saved 
money will belong to the slave, and if he is freed he will keep the saved 
money. Manumission can also be conditional, the master can ask the slave 
to give him all his belongings and money before his manumission takes 
place. 

2530. It was narrated from IsMq 6~ : ,& g g& - y 
bin Ibrmm, from his grandfather 
,umair, who was the freed slave 2 &&I G k  : k9.1 & 2 & 
of Ibn Mas'ud, that 'Abdullih g 3 - . - 
said to him: "0 'Umair, I have set '+AC $ 3 <?Fj 

, . 
,>, .,, 

you free in a good way. I heard J6 ?I ' J+ ", * $1 JSP~ fl 
the Messenger of M i h  g say: ,-G ++ %f 

?L ,,-, , 
J .,+ 6 :3 

'Any man who frees a slave and $5 . , 
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does not say anything about his s5 cfn : j$ +, J ~ ;  (the slave's) wealth, it belonzs to , 
him (the slave).' So tell me,-how .d id6 ' 3 ~  $j crj&- sf 
m u c h  w e a l t h  d o  y o u  
have?"(Da'it) ySG g G$g 

. . 
Another chain with similar 6 2  :'$ + ,* ,s ,, , j ! h  u i  

wording. 
2\21 ; &G"! 3 29 2 *I 

Chapter 9. Freeing 
Illegitimate Children 

6 ,;* , 2531. It was narrated from 6 2  :c &r 2 3 $1 b b  - y a y \  
Maimunah bint Sa'd, the freed 
slave of the fiophet B, 2 6; 3 kl7~ G k  12: 2 Wl 
that the Messenger of All& #g 
was asked about illegitimate + 

children. He said: "Two sandals @ $1 jj.; gf @ $1 <Y$ ;.& -, 
in which I wage Jim are better kGf :JG , E3, 4; than freeing an illegitimate child." 
(Da'ijj 3; Sf if L?Y-<'-+& ~ +.: 

;,,I - 9 

Chapter 10. If One Wants To &; & J 2 j.q - 0. +I) 
Free A Man Along With His " 

Wife, He Should Start With 
(1 .I- W I )  &3L I@ 'gf21; 

, 
The Man 

h l2L - YOYY 2532. I t  was narrated that C% : > A  :; '',' 
'&shah had a male slave and a 

I - -. 
.& >*,, ,'*,, ':,,~, , ~ ,  $, 

female slave who were married. - 2-L- U & 3 c . a k  j!>L 
She said: "0 Messenger of All*, I EL : 9 i 2+ 2 ; 
want to free them both." The 
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Messenger of AU5h gg said: "If 
+,\ 'y$ L;~, you free them, then start with the &- :&I & 2 $1 

man before the woman." (Hasan) 9 c+> $ $ 1  $ P ~ I  &2 
g' Lg $f L;G c+s& $ ?dl 

I, I, ' 
!+I JG; : A 6  .&;: &%?k3 rs 
:@ $! 2 ~ ;  J& .p&.gf ;f f -2 $ 5  

. qf31 3 &;IL ,&C; +f Sjr 

J.. L L  A h .  $&.I j :?& < jWl  '91, ,! ij.- OJL~] :e+ 
>I JL;S ',+I d3 :sJ~+ j. i l l +  R. ? i l l +  +A- j. Y Y Y V : ~  c T i i p l  ,+ 

+& 4. + d l  * : &b 
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